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PART A
Family Relationships and Conflict
In a normal social setting, family relationships are characterized by various conflicts that arise for various reasons.  The poem The Residential School Bus by Louise Halfe describes conflict based on family ties and basic family needs. The poem showcases that the children lead unbearable life in a house characterized by empty hallways and the smell of Lysol. The inability of the parents to adequately provide for their children make the parents sob. When darkness sets in, the little children press their bodies against each other in cold starched sheets. The author states that during their sleep, someone in the dorm quietly sobs. This implies that the parents do not like the kind of life they lead. To add, the children have varying levels of affection for each other.  Geesuz (their sister) likes Ivan more compared to Charlie (the eldest brother).  When they line up for breakfast (their mother always prepared porridge for them), the sister's eyes linger on Ivan, and they both smile with admiration. When the sister notices that Charlie is in the boy's room, she does not seem to see him. Neither does she care about his presence. Geesuz is even madder at her parents.  She wants the parents to give the undivided attention and love more than the rest of the children. The home conflict is lessened when the school bus arrives to take them to school.
Conflict is also evident in the text, the Haunting of the Hill House by Shirley Jackson.  The main source of conflict revolves around the haunted house, a flawed protagonist, and the paranormal science involved. Eleanor, who is the protagonist, is a conflicted woman in various ways. The house in question seems to have an extensive influence on the life of Eleanor. Despite the eleven-year care, Eleanor gave to her mother, her overbearing and controlling mother makes her lead a strained life. The very first parts of the text reveal how miserable and trodden Eleanor is. The author states that Eleanor's life with her mother had been built upon constant weariness, small guilts, unending despair, and small reproaches. Her submission to her mother's dominance ends up destroying her where she crashes her car into a tree in a suicidal mission to make it appear as an accident. This happened when Eleanor was ousted from the group and forced to leave her new family and the house. Her inability to break loose from her mother and her new family leads to her tragic end as the best resolution for the miseries that she faces in her life.
Another source of conflict is the desire by John Montague to find the true haunted house, an objective that drives him to the said house. The people entangled in the conflict include Luke (the eventual heir to the haunted house), Eleanor, Dr. Montague, and Theodora. The discovery of the supernatural nature of the house could make Dr. Montague discover the real haunted house. The other form of conflict is that people could be hurt or killed when escaping the hill house. The characters are drawn to the hill house, putting their lives at risk. The relationship between Eleanor and others is cold because of her fear of intimacy and self-centeredness.  She also escalates the conflict by terming the house as her real home where she belongs. The conflict is resolved when they realize that the house is haunted, although it is too late.
PART B: Question 3
The nature of the husband /wife relationships in the play King Lear by Shakespeare
King Lear is a notable example of a play that touches on relationships and bonding between a husband and a wife. The first line of the play prepares the reader to expect the theme about human relationships in the play that are problematic. In the first part of the play, Kent sets the pace by asking Glou if he thought the King had more affection towards the Duke of Albany than Cornwall.  Glou affirms that they all assumed so, but the reality on the ground is different due to conflicts in the kingdom. Shakespeare splits and pairs the characters in the play to profoundly impact the whole plot. The latter is valid based on the way the author portrays couples in various episodes. In some incidences, couples are united because they have common interests of benefiting from the relationship. In such relationships, love is out of the major equation as self-interests take center stage.
An excellent example can be traced to the character traits of Regan and Goneril, who are King Lair's daughters. Despite both being married, they fall in love with Edmund (an illegitimate son to Gloucester). Regan and Goneril set aside their biological bond and endlessly try to outshine each other to win Edmund's favor. Regan is who is the wife of the Duke of Cornwall and also King Lear's middle daughter. She is immoral and cruel, just like her blood sister.   In scene 2 of act 4, Goneril affectionately bids Edmund goodbye and deeply reflects on her love for Edmund compared to her husband. She gifts Edmund a necklace to symbolize good luck, a token of affection and admiration. She goes a step further to make her intention known by kissing Edmund, meaning that she wants to be a mistress to Edmund.  Goneril pronounces that Edmund deserves her services and not Albany (her husband). Her perception of love is much sexual and physical and not romantic. Her intensity is confirmed when she goes to the extent of getting Edmund to kill her husband so as she can get an opportunity of getting married to Edmund. The intended plot fails when the note discussing the malicious execution is discovered. When Goneril realizes that her sister (Regan) is also in love with Edmund, she poisons her sister's drink, killing her in the end. Their sexual desires for Edmund destroy their biological ties as sisters.
Another element that is evident in the play is that marriage lacks affection and passion. The institution of marriage is considered a legal compact. After registering victory on the battlefield, Regan states her intention of converting Edmund to her mater and lord by making him her husband.  Albany steps in to thwart Regan's plan by saying that ne bars Regan's intended relationship with Edmund in his wife's interest. Albany claims that Regan is subcontracted to him; hence he has the right to contradict their plan.
Edmund does not consider loving two sisters to be a dangerous and bloody affair. He wants to exploit their vulnerability without remorse.  Despite the evident and fierce rivalry between Regan and her sister, Edmund claims to love both of them. He even wishes that they all remain alive so that 'he enjoys their love for him.' The truth is that Edmund only wants relationships with the two sisters because of their power.  At the end of the play, Goneril chooses to kill herself by eliminating her life because of her affection for Edmund and not her husband. She stabs herself to death. The villain nature of the two sisters of wanting more than what they deserve sends them to an early grave.
Bonus Question 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The literary work that I enjoyed the least is the Haunting of the Hill House by Jackson. This literary work is full of terrifying scenes that create sorrowful mood. 




